
Sutter  Health’s  Request  to
Delay $575 Million Settlement
Is Denied
“Despite citing the surge in coronavirus cases and economic
fallout from the pandemic in California, Sutter Health failed
to  persuade  a  state  judge  on  Thursday  to  delay  the  $575
million settlement it reached last December over accusations
of price gouging and monopolistic practices,” reports Reed
Abelson in The New York Times’ Health.

“Sutter, which has already received hundreds of millions of
dollars in federal coronavirus aid, argued it needed three
more months to decide whether it should try to abandon the
settlement  terms.  The  sprawling  health  system  in  Northern
California warned that the costs of the pandemic might force
it to raise rates for patient care beyond caps set by the
proposed settlement.”

“But  Superior  Court  Judge  Anne-Christine  Massullo  was  not
swayed. While sympathetic to concerns over the rising number
of infections in California, the judge refused to give Sutter
more time, scheduling a hearing next month on the preliminary
agreement.  Sutter  Health  could  still  try  to  block  final
approval  of  the  settlement,  which  also  prevents  it  from
forcing insurers to include all of its health facilities in
insurance policies rather than coverage for some.”

Read the article.
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