Ohio Lawyer Suspended for
Sexy Texts and Unauthorized
Practice

“An Ohio lawyer crossed a border and also a line, leading to a
two-year suspension and a restitution order under an opinion
the state supreme court handed down this week. The suspension
was based on ethics violations as to numerous clients, but one
involved the prohibitions against unauthorized practice and
sexual activity with clients. The opinion continues the
disciplinary trend in the Buckeye State to treat all forms of
lawyer-client sex harshly — even in the absence of physical
contact. It also shines a light on the perils of unlicensed
cross-border practice,” reports Karen Rubin in The Law for
Today’s How Not to Practice.

“The client’s divorce action was already pending in Monroe
County, Michigan when she retained the lawyer, who practiced
in Toledo, Ohio, just across the border from Michigan. The
lawyer advised the client that he was not licensed to practice
in Michigan, but would file a motion for pro hac vice
admission and affiliate himself with an Ohio lawyer he knew
who was licensed in both states.”

Read the article.
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