
Ex-Akin  Partner  Guilty  of
Trying  to  Sell  Secret  U.S.
Whistleblower Lawsuits
Reuters is reporting that a former partner at a major law firm
in Washington pleaded guilty on Wednesday to charges that he
tried to sell copies of sealed whistleblower lawsuits against
corporations  that  he  obtained  while  working  at  the  U.S.
Justice Department.

Reporter Nate Raymond writes that Jeffrey Wertkin was working
at Akin Gump Strauss Hauer & Feld LLP when he was arrested in
January trying to sell an undercover federal agent one of the
lawsuits while wearing a wig as a disguise, according to court
papers.

As a former employee of the Justice Department, he had access
to lawsuits filed by whistleblowers against companies on the
government’s behalf to recover taxpayer funds paid out based
on  fraudulent  claims.  Prosecutors  said  he  copied  several
whistleblower complaints and then tried to sell them for a
“consulting fee.”

Read the Reuters article.
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