
House  Poised  to  Pass  Bills
Overhauling Civil Litigation

The  House  is  poised  to  pass  three  bills  this  week
championed by industry that may tilt the civil litigation

process in favor of business in thousands of cases each year,
reports Bloomberg BNA.

The far-reaching bills address class actions, asbestos cases
and  attorneys  who  file  “frivolous”  suits,  writes  Bruce
Kaufman.

The fast-track approach is deemed essential to give the bills
time to advance in the more-deliberative Senate, where 60
votes are needed to overcome an almost certain filibuster.

The  bill  rewrites  class-action  practice,  aids  defendants
striving to keep cases out of plaintiff-friendly state courts,
punishes attorneys who file dubious claims, and seek to put
new limits on settlements entered into by the Department of
Justice and the EPA. They also would require more disclosures
by  asbestos  victims  who  seek  compensation  from  bankruptcy
trusts.

Read the Bloomberg article.
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