
Blockchain  Alliance  Reaches
100 Members

Steptoe  &  Johnson  LLP  announced  that  the  Blockchain
Alliance,  a  public-private  forum  to  combat  criminal

activity involving cryptocurrencies and blockchain technology,
has grown to include 100 industry and government agencies in
19 countries.

Founded in October 2015 by the Chamber of Digital Commerce and
Coin Center and led by Steptoe, the Alliance is comprised of a
broad coalition of companies and government agencies that work
to make the blockchain ecosystem more secure through education
and dialogue between government and industry. In less than
three years, the Alliance has grown from 17 industry members
and six U.S. federal agencies to a total of 100 participants
all over the world, including not only cryptocurrency and
blockchain  technology  companies  but  also  regulatory  and
enforcement  agencies  on  six  continents,  as  well  as
international  entities  including  Interpol  and  Europol.

Steptoe  partner  Jason  Weinstein  (former  deputy  assistant
attorney general in charge of cybercrime investigations at the
Department of Justice and a member of the strategic advisory
boards of BitFury, Coin Center and the Chamber of Digital
Commerce) serves as the group’s director. Steptoe of counsel
Alan Cohn (former assistant secretary for strategy at the
Department of Homeland Security and a strategic advisor to
several  blockchain  startups)  serves  as  counsel  to  the
Alliance.

“The growth of this Alliance – with 100 members around the
world representing industry and government – is remarkable and
reflects the growth of the cryptocurrency and blockchain space
as a whole,” Cohn said. “Our mission is to enable industry and
law enforcement to jointly protect public safety and help
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create an environment where innovation can thrive, and it’s
working.”

“The Blockchain Alliance is an important organization that
furthers  vital  communication  between  blockchain-oriented
businesses and government agencies to help strengthen their
understanding of enforcement objectives and cooperation,” said
Amy  Kim,  chief  policy  officer  of  the  Chamber  of  Digital
Commerce.  “The  group’s  work  is  critical  in  fostering  the
development of properly functioning markets involving virtual
currency in particular and is much needed at a time when
policy makers continue to have questions about this space. Its
efforts have been instrumental in aiding law enforcement to
detect crime and prosecute wrongdoers.”

The  Blockchain  Alliance  serves  as  a  resource  for  law
enforcement  and  regulatory  agencies  to  benefit  from  the
expertise of some of the brightest minds in the blockchain
industry for technical assistance in response to challenges
faced during investigations. The Alliance also serves as a
platform  for  open  dialogue  among  law  enforcement  and
regulatory agencies and the blockchain community about issues
of concern to make blockchain technology more secure and to
deter its use for unlawful purposes.

Additionally, the Alliance provides education and technical
assistance regarding cryptocurrencies and other applications
for  blockchain  technology,  including  through  a  series  of
webinars that have reached almost 700 participants in more
than 35 countries.

“We are proud of the meteoric growth of the Alliance in just
three years. The companies in the Alliance are good corporate
citizens, and they deserve the credit for their commitment to
working  proactively  with  governments  around  the  world  to
promote a secure blockchain ecosystem – for the benefit of
government, industry, consumers, and the public,” Weinstein
said.



 

 


