Former New York City Bar
Association Diversity and
Inclusion Director Deborah
Martin Owens Joins Sidley

Sidley is pleased to announce that Deborah Martin Owens,
former New York City Bar Association Executive Director for
its Office of Diversity and Inclusion, has joined Sidley as
its East Coast Diversity Director. Martin Owens 1is based in
the firm's New York office and responsible for the further
development and implementation of programs, policies, and
initiatives that support Sidley’'s strategic diversity and
inclusion goals for our Boston, New York, and Washington, D.C.
offices.

Martin Owens led the New York City Bar Association’s Office of
Diversity and Inclusion since 2018. During her tenure, she
worked very closely with corporations, law firms, managing
partners, and practice group leaders, and law schools,
students, and others to advance diversity and inclusion in the
legal profession. She also advised leaders, including board of
directors and governance committees on best practices for
pipeline initiatives, diverse membership engagement, policies,
and procedures. Martin Owens was responsible for increasing
involvement in the City Bar’s Leadership Institute program for
mid-level to senior associates by 50%. Under Martin Owens’s
leadership, the City Bar’'s Diversity and Inclusion office
revitalized the Thurgood Marshall Summer internship program,
helping place 27 students in paid summer internships with law
firms. Most recently, Martin Owens developed and implemented a
support group for junior partners to help them learn how to
effectively develop and maintain relationships during COVID.
She is chair of Women of Creating Change, a nonprofit
organization that works to increase civic engagement among


https://generalcounselnews.com/former-new-york-city-bar-association-diversity-and-inclusion-director-deborah-martin-owens-joins-sidley/
https://generalcounselnews.com/former-new-york-city-bar-association-diversity-and-inclusion-director-deborah-martin-owens-joins-sidley/
https://generalcounselnews.com/former-new-york-city-bar-association-diversity-and-inclusion-director-deborah-martin-owens-joins-sidley/
https://generalcounselnews.com/former-new-york-city-bar-association-diversity-and-inclusion-director-deborah-martin-owens-joins-sidley/

women.



