
Federal Judge Excoriates Sen.
Menendez Prosecution Team

The  judge  overseeing  the  bribery  trial  of  Sen.  Robert
Menendez ripped into prosecutors Thursday for trying to

focus  on  what  he  called  “tabloid’’  details  —  an  unusual
description for dry testimony about a series of emails about a
hotel reservation, reports The Washington Post.

“U.S. District Judge William Walls stopped testimony for 20
minutes  in  which  he  tongue-lashed  prosecutors  for  their
painstaking recounting of emails used to book a luxury hotel
in Paris for the New Jersey Democrat in 2010,” writes reporter
Devlin Barrett. “The three-day hotel stay is a central part of
the Justice Department’s case.”

At one point, the judge sent the jury out of the courtroom and
then began chewing out Justice Department lawyers.

“Whether these defendants engaged in bribery does not depend
on whether the senator chose a more expensive room. We’re not
talking about Days Inn,’’ he said.

Read the Washington Post article.
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