COVID Audits and
Investigations: The Enforcers

“As of February 2021, pursuant to the Coronavirus Aid, Relief,
and Economic Security Act (“CARES Act”), which created the
Paycheck Protection Program (“PPP”) and supplemental funding
such as the Families First Coronavirus Response Act, the
United States government has made available an estimated four
trillion dollars in relief funds to businesses and
individuals, and the Biden administration is proposing roughly
two trillion dollars more,” write Merle M. Delancey Jr. and
Craig Stetson in Blank Rome’s Government Contracts Navigator.

“In addition to the relief funds, the Government has easily
awarded more than billions in pandemic-related contracts for
everything from vaccines to PPE to hand sanitizers. These
levels of funding and spending are unprecedented and have been
made at breakneck speed (for the government). Based on these
factors and lessons from the past, audits of relief recipients
and contractors to confirm appropriate use of government funds
are inevitable. And the government has said as much. Of
course, if an audit reveals potential wrongdoing or
malfeasance, relief recipients and contractors should expect
follow-on investigations and enforcement activity.”

Read the post.
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