Court to Consider High-Stakes
Tobacco Fight

“Two decades after Florida reached a landmark legal settlement
with tobacco companies, an appeals court is slated to hear
arguments Tuesday in a dispute about more than $100 million in
payments,” reports News Service of Florida in Florida
Politics.

“R.J. Reynolds Tobacco Co. wants the 4th District Court of
Appeal to overturn a ruling that said the company 1is
responsible for making payments to the state related to four
brands of cigarettes: Salem, Winston, Kool and Maverick.”

“R.J. Reynolds was part of the 1997 settlement in which
cigarette makers agreed to pay hundreds of millions of dollars
a year to the state because of smoking-related health costs
and, 1in exchange, received liability protections. An R.J.
Reynolds parent company in 2015 sold the four cigarette brands
to ITG Brands, LLC, which was not part of the settlement. As a
result of the sale, R.J. Reynolds contends it is no longer
responsible for making payments linked to the four brands.”

Read the article.
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