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The biggest U.S. antitrust case of this century kicked into
high gear Thursday as a government lawyer warned that AT&T
Inc. wants to buy media giant Time Warner Inc. to “weaponize”
its must-have content — a move that would raise prices for
consumers and hinder innovation, according to the Los Angeles
Times.

In opening arguments, Justice Department lawyer Craig Conrath
said AT&T could use Time Warner’s content as a weapon against
competitors that rely on the programming.

Reporter Jim Puzzanghera writes: “AT&T’s added leverage over
pay-TV competitors to withhold content from some of the most
valuable assets in entertainment — including HBO, CNN, TBS,
TNT and Warner Bros., Hollywood’s largest TV and film studio —
would cause prices to rise by more than $400 million a year
for Americans, Conrath said.”

Read the LA Times article.
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