
Archer  Norris  Publishes
First-Ever  California
Business  Litigation  White
Paper

Archer Norris has published a first-of-its-
kind  California  Business  Litigation  White
Paper revealing that many corporate lawyers
view  California’s  litigation  environment  as
hostile,  characterizing  it  as  “burdensome,”
“complex,” and “cumbersome.” While California
was once widely considered by corporations to

be  the  Promised  Land  because  of  the  unlimited  economic
opportunity  the  state  offered,  its  increasingly  oppressive
legal  and  regulatory  environment  means  it  is  now  getting
panned by many businesses.

Conducted in partnership with ALM Marketing Services, Archer
Norris’s  survey  polled  general  and  corporate  counsel  with
business interests in California on their opinions of the
California  legal  climate,  how  they  evaluate  litigation
matters, and how they choose outside counsel for handling
these matters.

Compared to other states, corporate counsel reported three
practice areas in California as particularly fraught with risk
and  potential  liability:  employment  litigation  (67%),
environment/regulatory  matters  (59%),  and  commercial
litigation (43%), with the first two most negatively impacting
their decision to conduct business in the state. Other factors
giving them pause about doing business in California include
its  judicial  system  (43%),  state  and  local  taxes  (42%),
environmental regulations (34%), and health and safety codes
(30%).
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Given their feelings about litigating in California – four in
ten indicated they are simply “resigned” to the cost of doing
business in the state – many corporate counsel indicated they
struggle in deciding whether to settle cases or proceed to
court. Forty percent of respondents were required to make such
a call on ten or more matters within the last year. Counsel
most often assessed the short-term odds of success in court
versus  reaching  a  favorable  settlement  (73%),  followed  by
considerations of their legal exposure or the dollar value of
a potential settlement (72%).

“As a law firm that has maintained a singular focus on helping
businesses meet the unique challenges and opportunities in
California for 35 years, we can’t say we’re surprised by these
findings,” said Gene Blackard, Managing Partner. “In fact, we
owe  our  continued  growth  and  success  to  our  ability  to
efficiently  guide  clients  through  California’s  increasingly
complex legal terrain. We have strategically developed our
practices to meet the diverse litigation and transactional
needs  of  companies  doing  business  in  the  state,  maintain
offices  in  key  geographic  regions,  and  offer  creative
alternative fee arrangements to every one of our clients.”

The survey also yielded insights about how in-house counsel
evaluate which outside counsel offer the right mix of skills
and experience to handle the challenging California litigation
environment. At the onset of a legal engagement, the most
important factors include law firm responsiveness, knowledge
of the business and industry, and overall litigation costs.

To  download  the  Business  Litigation  Playbook  white  paper,
please  visit:
http://www.archernorris.com/Templates/media/files/AN-Business-
Litigation-Playbook-0615.pdf
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100 attorneys admitted to practice in 15 states. The firm
focuses  on  business  law  from  five  strategically  located
California offices in San Francisco, Sacramento, Walnut Creek,
Newport Beach and Los Angeles. Archer Norris counsels clients
in commercial and complex litigation, insurance coverage, bad
faith  litigation,  business,  health  care,  public  entity,
environmental,  and  real  estate  transactions  throughout
California and wherever our clients need us.


