Amazon Sues Former Marketing
VP who Took Job at Google
over Alleged Breach of Non-
compete Agreement

“E-commerce and tech behemoth, Amazon, has filed a lawsuit
against the former vice president of marketing for its Amazon
Web Services division, Brian Hall, alleging that his new role
at Google Cloud violates the terms of his non-compete
agreement,” report Peter S. Lubin and Patrick Austermuehle in
Lubin Austermuehle’s Chicago Business Litigation Lawyer Blog.

“In its complaint, Amazon alleges that Hall’'s employment with
Google threatens to cause irreparable harm and risks exposing
valuable competitive information to one of its biggest rivals.
Amazon seeks both money damages and injunctive relief,
requesting that the court enjoin Hall from working for Google
for the remainder of the 18-month non-compete period set forth
in the agreement.”

“This lawsuit is the latest in a series of lawsuits filed by
Amazon to enforce non-compete clauses in employment contracts.
In 2017, Amazon sued another former vice president who left
Amazon Web Services to take a job with a Seattle-area software
company but dropped the suit shortly after filing it. In 2019,
Amazon filed a similar suit against a former Amazon Web
Services sales executive after he too left the company to take
a job with Google Cloud. A judge ultimately agreed to
partially limit certain aspects of that employee’s role at
Google but did strike down certain portions of the restrictive
covenant as ‘unreasonable’ and took Amazon to task for taking
a one-size-fits-all approach to its non-compete agreement.
This latest lawsuit comes after Washington state enacted a new
law last year that severely restricted the use of non-compete
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agreements within the state.”

Read the article.
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