Akerman Bolsters Private
Equity Practice in Chicago
with Theodore Wern

Akerman LLP, a top 100 U.S. law firm serving clients across
the Americas, today announced Theodore Wern has joined the
firm, bringing 20 years of vast experience advising investor
groups and businesses in acquisitions, leveraged buyouts,
sell-side mergers and acquisitions, joint ventures, and
investment management. In his new role at Akerman, Wern will
lead Corporate Practice Group efforts in Chicago. He joins the
firm from Perkins Coie LLP where he served as firmwide vice-
chair of the Private Equity Practice. Wern’s skillset builds
upon Akerman’s core strengths in corporate, private equity,
and middle-market mergers and acquisitions.

Wern focuses his practice on representing public and private
companies, private equity funds, family offices, and other
investor groups in a variety of complex transactions,
including mergers and acquisitions, recapitalizations, growth
equity financings, private placements, joint ventures, and
fund formation. In addition, he acts as outside counsel to a
variety of private company clients with respect to general
corporate and strategic matters and has represented family
business owners in sell-side M&A transactions with enterprise
values from $10 million to $1 billion.

Several lateral partners have joined Akerman in the last year,
further strengthening the Corporate Practice Group nationally.
Otavio Carneiro, dual-licensed in Brazil and the U.S.,
expanded Akerman’s cross-border transactional experience with
significant experience in Latin America. Bill Ide and Amanda
Leech joined Akerman’'s Atlanta office with robust
transactional and governance experience, having represented
numerous large corporations, Fortune 100 companies, and boards
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of directors in M&A transactions, general corporate governance
and compliance, and board risk management reviews. Paul Foley,
now serving as chair of the Investment Management Practice,
joined Akerman 1in Winston-Salem, North Carolina with
substantial experience in investment fund formation and fund
offerings. Extensively experienced 1in institutional
investments and fund formation, Ricardo Hollingsworth joined
Akerman in New York.



