Trade Secrets Take Center
Stage, and Contracts Play a
Lead Role

With increasing attention on trade secrets and
a developing body of case law around Defend
Trade Secrets Act claims, an emphasis on
contracts also is growing, point out Douglas
R. Nemec and P. Anthony Sammi in a post for
Skadden, Arps, Slate, Meagher & Flom.

“Breach-of-contract claims frequently have appeared alongside
trade secret claims in lawsuits over the years and often
materially impacted the results,” they write. “But a contract
should not be viewed as a mere alternative to trade secret
protection. Properly crafted, and if necessary properly
litigated, a contract can both strengthen and expand the reach
of a trade secret claim.”

Their article covers defining confidential information, term
limitations and their risks, and maintaining confidentiality.

Read the article.
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