How Has Personal Injury
Changed Over Time?

Three trends have dominated the practice of law, and personal
injury law in Texas, writes Bryan 0. Blevins, an equity
partner with Beaumont, Texas-based Provost Umphrey Law Firm.
These are tort reform, judicial activism, and technology.

Tort reform has resulted in many more deserving victims having
the courthouse doors slammed shut than frivolous claims being
denied, Blevins writes in the article originally published in
Texas Lawyer.

“Judicial activism can best be seen in the increase of appeals
accepted and the almost universal reversal of trial judgments
that favor plaintiff personal injury victims,” in Blevins’
view. “In the last 20 years, we have seen the explosive growth
of appellate courts substituting their own version of end-
result oriented justice through the guise of ‘expert’
qualification and testimony.”

And new technologies are forcing attorneys to rethink
questions that, under other circumstances, may have been much
simpler to answer, he added, citing legal issues surrounding
driverless cars as an example of the new challenges lawyers
must face.

Read the article.
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