
Lawyer Who Says He Helped Win
$52.5  Million  Chesapeake
Settlement  Sues  Co-Counsel
Over Fees
A  Fort  Worth  attorney  who  helped  represent  residents
of Johnson, Tarrant and Dallas counties in a lawsuit against
Chesapeake Energy and Total E&P USA is suing his co-counsel
for a third of the legal fees from the nearly $53 million
settlement, reports The Dallas Morning News.

Jim Ward of Wardlaw Services accuses Dan McDonald and his Fort
Worth firm of breaching a 2014 agreement on how settlement
proceeds would be handled and ignoring his contribution to the
winning case.

“Oklahoma  City-based  Chesapeake  and  Total,  an  American
subsidiary of a French firm, agreed in May to settle claims
that they underpaid royalties to 13,000 plaintiffs in the
Barnett Shale,” reports Austin Huguelet.

Huguelet  explains:  “In  his  lawsuit,  Ward  claims  that
while McDonald received ‘the recognition and spotlight’ as
lead counsel in the case, the Wardlaw team spent two years
assembling  the  research  that  served  as  a  ‘blueprint  for
victory.'”

Read the article.
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